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Hello and thank you for picking up the very first brochure for the Learning Centre. We’re hugely 
excited to open this new facility in the heart of Newbury and that you might be one of the first 
participants to experience the building in its new guise. We genuinely believe this is a great 
opportunity for us to extend our already brilliant programme of workshops and courses and enable 
many more people to access the work of the Corn Exchange.

Hopefully inside you’ll find something that piques your interest; whether you are looking to learn a 
new skill, to find something for your son, daughter, grandson or granddaughter to participate in or 
whether you are a seasoned participant looking for the details of your next class. 

We are also really excited to be launching a new Youth Theatre. We believe that every child should 
have the opportunity to have a creative release and we know that drama can be a great way to 
unlock children’s imaginations and help them to develop their minds. Of course, they’ll also be able 
to make new friends and learn performance skills and there will be regular opportunities to create 
a performance for the Corn Exchange auditorium working with a professional creative team. The 
Infant and Junior Youth Theatre will perform their first show in Easter 2019 and the Senior Youth 
Theatre next summer.

Our ambition over the next few years is to establish the Learning Centre as a creative learning hub 
for everybody. That means we’ll be working hard to develop new courses and workshops and we very 
much welcome your thoughts on anything else you’d like to see us do. 

We look forward to welcoming you to the Learning Centre very soon! 

GRANT BRISLAND   |  DIRECTOR

THE LEARNING CENTRE 
WILL OPEN ON 
SATURDAY 9 SEPTEMBER

BOX OFFICE 0845 5218 218  
(calls cost 2p per minute plus your telephone company’s access charge) 

@cornexchange

www.cornexchangenew.com

All events listed in this brochure will take place at the Learning Centre unless otherwise stated.
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FUN FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES

A new dance-based movement group for 
toddlers, with Ellie Aldegheri of Lunas 
Dance Project. Combining props and simple 
story-songs, Ellie’s classes aim to promote 
confidence, coordination and rhythm through 
fun, active sessions. Parents and carers can join 
in too!

Wednesdays
10.30am – 11.15am
13 Sep – 18 Oct or 1 Nov – 6 Dec

£36 for six week course (per child) 
Suitable for ages 2 – 4
All children must be accompanied by an adult

TODDLER DANCE

Over 6 weeks, qualified practitioner Sophie 
Osgood will teach you a full-body massage 
routine for your baby, including gentle exercises 
and some yoga-based work for you. This is a 
wonderful opportunity to bond and learn to 
understand your child’s needs. 

Oils and booklets included. Please see our 
website for more information.

INFANT MASSAGE

Mondays
10.15am – 11.15am
11 Sep – 16 Oct or 30 Oct – 4 Dec

£60 for six week course (per family unit)
Suitable for parents with babies up to 1 year old



FUN FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES
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Join us as we go on a different adventure each 
week! Incorporating songs, rhymes, actions and 
plenty of opportunities to join in, every session 
is themed around a different story and aims to 
create a multi-sensory storytelling environment. 

Perfect for under-5s and fun-loving parents 
alike, these professionally-led sessions also 
include a chance to relax at the end with some 
music to imagine to.

Thursdays
10.30am – 11.15am
2 Nov – 7 Dec

£36 for six week course (per child)
Suitable for ages 5 and under 
All children must be accompanied by an adult

SENSORY STORIES

Join Nick Cope for his ever-popular interactive 
music sessions with songs about everything 
from counting to how plants grow. 

Nick’s Family Music sessions have proved 
extremely popular, so we advise booking in 
advance to avoid disappointment.

NICK COPE: FAMILY MUSIC

Saturdays
10.30am – 11.30am  
9 Sep, 28 Oct, 11 Nov 
Corn Exchange

£4 (adults and children)
Suitable for ages 8 and under
All children must be accompanied by an adult
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GROUPS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE

This autumn we are launching our new creative Learning Centre on the corner of the Market Place 
and our new Youth Theatre sits at the heart of our growing plans. 

Young performers will have the opportunity to make new friends and learn new performance skills 
with the support of our professional theatre practitioners. Each term they’ll create showcase sharings 
for parents, as well as produce large-scale bi-annual performances with a fully-professional  
creative team. 

As an openly accessible youth theatre there will be no audition process and registration will work on a 
first come, first served basis.  
 
Register your child today by visiting www.cornexchangenew.com/youththeatre

The autumn term will start week commencing Monday 18 September. Fees will be payable in advance 
of the term starting and there are sibling discounts and bursary options available. Please speak to a 
member of our front of house team for further information.

YOUTH 
THEATRE

INFANT YOUTH THEATRE
Reception & Year 1  

 
 
 
 
 

Saturdays

9.15am - 10am £55

Year 2 10am - 10.45am £55

JUNIOR YOUTH THEATRE

Year 3 11am - 11.45am £55

Year 4 11.45am - 12.30pm £55

Year 5 12.45pm - 1.45pm £60

Year 6 1.45pm - 2.45pm £60

Year 7 & 8 3pm - 4pm £60

Year 9 4.15pm - 5.30pm £60

INTERMEDIATE YOUTH THEATRE Year 10 & Year 11 Thursdays 6pm - 7.30pm £65

SENIOR YOUTH THEATRE Ages 16 - 19 Fridays 6pm - 8pm £75



GROUPS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE
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Join one of the UK’s leading young companies 
and develop your theatrical skills.

Newbury Youth Theatre performs regularly at 
the Corn Exchange and every year they take a 
show to Edinburgh Fringe Festival.

NEWBURY YOUTH THEATRE YOUNG CORN EXCHANGE

The YCE are the Corn Exchange’s resident 
events management collective for those aged 
12 - 25. Join today to produce and manage your 
own events, learn arts industry skills, access 
training opportunities, socialise with new people 
and get discounts and FREE tickets to selected 
shows.

To join, download an application pack from our 
website or email  
getinvolved@cornexchangenew.co.uk

Wednesdays
7.30pm – 9pm
www.newburyyouththeatre.co.uk 

Ages 14 – 21
All abilities welcome 

@YoungCornEx /YoungCornExchange

£30 annual fee (Bursaries available)
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GROUPS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE

A new dance company for ages 8 - 11, led by 
Debbie Camp of NCDC. Explore contemporary 
and modern styles of dance, have fun and make 
new friends! 

Members can progress on to our Youth Dance 
Company when they are old enough.

JUNIOR DANCE

Led by experienced professional dancers and 
choreographers, Debbie Camp (NCDC) and John 
Darvell (NOCTURN), members of this Company 
will explore contemporary and modern styles 
of dance, create original work together and can 
also gain an Arts Award. 

YOUTH DANCE

Tuesdays
4.45pm – 5.45pm 
19 Sep – 5 Dec
(no session on 24 Oct)
 
£60 per term
Ages 8 - 11
All abilities welcome

Tuesdays
6pm – 7.30pm 
19 Sep – 5 Dec
(no session on 24 Oct)
 
£65 per term
Ages 11 - 14
All abilities welcome
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Sun 10 Dec, meet from 4pm to take part or 4.30pm to watch

Northbrook Street, Newbury 
FREE (no booking required). All ages welcome

OUTDOOR 

FESTIVAL OF LIGHT: LANTERN PROCESSION
Join us for our annual Lantern Procession, a stunning winter event that 
brings the community together to celebrate the festive season.

Join in or just admire and soak up the atmosphere as the candle-lit 
procession travels along Northbrook Street to the Market Place.

GRANDPARENTS LANTERN MAKING
These workshops are a great chance to get really involved in one of 
our biggest annual events and spend some special time with your 
grandchildren while getting creative.

Sun 3 Dec, 10am – 1pm & 2pm – 5pm

The Learning Centre, Newbury 
FREE (booking required via Box Office) 
All children must be accompanied by an adult

LANTERN MAKING WORKSHOPS
Come and create your very own lantern for the Lantern Procession.

Drop in with your family to make a lantern in one of our FREE workshops. 
Please allow an hour and a half to create your lantern.

Sat 25 Nov, 10am – 1pm & 2pm – 5pm 
The Waterside Centre, Newbury 
Sat 2 Dec, 10am – 1pm & 2pm – 5pm 
101 Outdoor Arts Creation Space, Greenham Business Park 
FREE (no booking required) 
All children must be accompanied by an adult

LANTERN MAKING FOR THE BRAVE
Work with professional lantern makers and create a more elaborate 
lantern ready for this year’s procession.  
This activity is very popular, so early booking is recommended. 

Sat 25 & Sun 26 Nov, 10am – 4pm

101 Outdoor Arts Creation Space, Greenham Business Park 
FREE (booking required via Box Office) 
All children must be accompanied by an adult
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FESTIVE FUN

The Corn Exchange’s outdoor events programme is supported by Greenham Trust and Arts Council England.



FESTIVE FUN
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Draw caricatures inspired by this year’s 
pantomime, Beauty and The Beast with our 
panto artist Simon Jardine! 

Learn his distinctive cartoon style and leave 
your favourite pieces with us to be displayed in 
our Panto Installation, which is on show in our 
auditorium throughout the festive season. 

All artwork can be collected in January. 

Sat 28 Oct
10am – 12pm & 2pm – 4pm

£15 per 2 hour session
Suitable for all ages
All abilities welcome

PANTO CARICATURES

An unmissable chance to work with our 
pantomime artist, Simon Jardine, to create 
some of the artwork that will decorate the Corn 
Exchange throughout the festive season and be 
seen by more than 22,000 people. 

Each day will be themed so you can book per day 
or take part in all three workshops for a reduced 
price. 

PANTO ART INSTALLATION

Wed 25 Oct – Fri 27 Oct
9am – 5pm

£40 per day
£99 for all three workshops
Suitable for ages 9 - 12
All abilities welcome 
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WORKSHOPS AND COURSES FOR ADULTS

A sewing course for absolute beginners.

Complete three textiles projects over the course 
of 4 weeks under Debbie Chubb’s expert tuition, 
including a lavender eye pillow and a pair of 
pyjama trousers.

Fridays 
10am – 12pm 
15 Sep – 6 Oct

£80 (Some materials included, please see our website 
for more information)

BEGINNERS STITCH 
WORKSHOP

Experiment with steam-fixed dyes in this 
beautiful art form and create your own unique 
silk paintings with an Autumn theme. 

Suitable for beginner and intermediate levels. 

Led by artist Helen Mortimer. 

AUTUMN SILK

Fri 15 Sep
1pm – 4pm 

£35 (All materials included)



WORKSHOPS AND COURSES FOR ADULTS
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This new choreography class, delivered by John 
Darvell, is for adults with sound technical ability 
who wish to further develop their performance 
skills and be part of the creative process. Create 
and rehearse choreographic works and access 
performance opportunities throughout the year. 

Find out more at www.nocturndance.co.uk 

Tuesdays 
8.45pm – 10pm 
19 Sep – 5 Dec
(no session on 24 Oct)

£75 for eleven week course
(£112 for both NOCTURN classes when booked within 
the same season)

NOCTURN  
CHOREOGRAPHY CLASS

Want a sociable way to keep active? Have fun 
and improve your fitness while learning core 
skills and styles of contemporary dance in these 
fun, friendly classes delivered by John Darvell of 
NOCTURN! 

Find out more at www.nocturndance.co.uk 

NOCTURN 
ADULT DANCE

Tuesdays 
7.30pm – 8.45pm 
19 Sep – 5 Dec
(no session on 24 Oct)

£75 for eleven week course (or £8.50 per session) 
(£112 for both NOCTURN classes when booked within 
the same season)
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WORKSHOPS AND COURSES FOR ADULTS

Join Helen Mortimer for a relaxed, sociable 
afternoon creating embellished bag charms 
before heading round to the Corn Exchange 
for tea and cake in our Balcony Bar. Perfect 
for those who love crafting or who want to try 
something new! Groups welcome.

Fri 29 Sep
1pm – 4pm

£35 (All materials and refreshments provided)

CRAFTERNOON TEA

A chance to learn about a range of plays aimed 
at enthusiasts, performers and avid readers 
looking for a little more. 

Explore the playwrights, social context and 
staging of a range of works through informal 
discussion and reading aloud to bring the text 
alive.

PLAY READING COURSE

Every other Monday
6pm – 7.30pm 
18 Sep – 27 Nov

£70 for six week course (Copies of the texts included)



WORKSHOPS AND COURSES FOR ADULTS
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Work with artist Ursula Waechter and make a 
ceramic bowl, a mug and a tile using different 
hand-building techniques. You will then be able 
to personalise them with metal type, adding 
names, initials, words or even a whole sentence.

Suitable for all abilities. 

Sun 8 Oct
10am – 4pm 

£60 (All materials and kiln firing included. £5 extra for 
glazing, payable on the day)

CREATE IN CLAY: IMPRESSED 
SCRIPT

With flexibility for you to choose the items you 
make, this engaging day with Shirley Eccles  
will see you create three glass projects in just 
one session. 

Previous participants have created coasters, 
wall hangings, wind chimes or mirror frames.

INTRODUCTION TO GLASS

Sun 1 Oct
10am – 4pm 

£95 (All materials and kiln firing included)
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WORKSHOPS AND COURSES FOR ADULTS

Create your own unique flower vase with Ursula 
Waechter. This type of vase was very popular 
in the 18th Century, and incorporates several 
small holes in the design to hold single flowers. 
Each participant will have time to make at least 
two designs during the workshop. 

Suitable for all abilities.

Sun 5 Nov
10am – 4pm 

£60 (All materials and kiln firing included. £5 extra for 
glazing, payable on the day)

CREATE IN CLAY: FLOWER 
BRICKS

Starting with an image of your chosen flower, 
artist Flora Gare will be on hand to teach 
you how to trace, model, join and twist bright 
coloured enamel coated copper wire to create a 
beautiful 3D sculpture. 

Please bring lunch, an image you would like to 
work from and a small pair of pliers if you have 
them at home. 

AUTUMN BLOOMS WIRE

Fri 13 Oct
10am – 2pm

£35 (All materials included)



WORKSHOPS AND COURSES FOR ADULTS
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Make holly, mistletoe and other winter foliage 
out of coloured copper wire to hang as a garland 
or decorate your Christmas tree, with artist 
Flora Gare. 

All materials are provided, but please bring with 
you an image you would like to work from and a 
small pair of pliers if you have them.

Sun 19 Nov
2pm – 6pm 

£35 (All materials included)

WINTER WIRE

Join local artist Shirley Eccles to create a 
stunning glass wreath or table centre-piece. 
Craft a unique present to give to a friend or the 
perfect decoration for your own Christmas table 
in this seasonal workshop.

GLASS: CHRISTMAS WREATHS 

Sun 12 Nov
10am – 4pm 

£95 (All materials and kiln firing included)
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AGEING CREATIVELY FREE DROP-IN ACTIVITIES

Our monthly Memory Cafés are for people living 
with dementia and their carers. Join our friendly 
drop-in sessions which feature home-made 
cake, tea, coffee and a series of activities led 
by professional artists designed to encourage 
conversation, help stimulate the brain and 
enrich the lives of people living with dementia. 

Mondays
18 Sep, 16 Oct, 13 Nov, 11 Dec
10.30am – 12.30pm
Corn Exchange 

FREE

MEMORY CAFÉ 

This is a sociable discussion group for those 
with visual impairments, who meet monthly for 
a chat and a cup of tea, followed by a guided 
session with works of art using audio and tactile 
resources. 

We also invite local artists and guest speakers 
in to talk about their work. 

TOUCH TO SEE

Second Monday of every month
11 Sep, 9 Oct, 13 Nov, 11 Dec 
10.30am – 12pm
West Berkshire Museum

FREE

Part of the Ageing Creatively programme. To find out more, call 01635 582666, 
visit our website, or email getinvolved@cornexchangenew.co.uk



AGEING CREATIVELY  GROUPS & COURSES
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Led by John Darvell of NOCTURN, Dare to 
Dance classes are a great opportunity for 
both complete beginner and improver dancers 
aged 55+ to get active and learn some new 
contemporary moves. 

These classes are welcoming, accessible and 
challenging, taking into account each dancer 
and their body.

Beginners
Wednesdays
4pm – 5.30pm
20 Sep – 6 Dec
(no session on 25 Oct)

DARE TO DANCE:  
BEGINNERS & IMPROVERS

Choir 55 is a community singing group 
specifically for people over 55 in West Berkshire. 
Everyone is welcome, including those with little 
or no musical experience. 

This choir is all about having fun, meeting like-
minded people, and enjoying music and singing 
in a friendly environment. 

CHOIR 55

Thursdays
2pm – 4pm
14 Sep – 7 Dec
(no session on 26 Oct)

£3.50 per session (pay on the day only)

Improvers
Mondays
7.30pm – 9pm
18 Sep – 4 Dec
(no session on 23 Oct)

Both £78 for 12 week term (£54 for over-65s)

Part of the Ageing Creatively programme. To find out more, call 01635 582666, 
visit our website, or email getinvolved@cornexchangenew.co.uk
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AGEING CREATIVELY  

A friendly, welcoming group, focusing on the art 
of photography. Simon Jardine, a local artist and 
professional photographer will lead the group 
through a variety of topics including capturing 
crowds, portraits, landscapes and more. There 
will be an opportunity for participants to explore 
the local area with their cameras and receive 
guidance and encouragement along the way.

You must have your own camera to partake in 
this project. 

TAKE A SHOT

Mondays
2pm – 3.30pm
4 Sep – 9 Oct

£35 for six week course 

Part of the Ageing Creatively programme. To find out more, call 01635 582666, 
visit our website, or email getinvolved@cornexchangenew.co.uk

We are always looking for volunteers 
to help support us with our 
Ageing Creatively activities, and to 
spread the word to potential new 
participants. 

There are many ways to get involved with 
the programme, including:

• Supporting participants at our monthly 
Memory Café and Touch to See groups

• Assisting our visual and spoken word 
artists in our projects in care homes

• Becoming a local advocate by 
agreeing to receive posters and flyers 
to distribute in your local area

• Offering to assist at one off events, 
exhibitions and performances

These opportunities may appeal to 
those who have personal or professional 
experience of supporting older people, 
those who want to give back to their local 
community or those seeking experience in 
community arts.

No experience is required and anyone can 
apply to volunteer. We also encourage 
enquiries from people aged 55+ who would 
like to assist us as ‘peer volunteers’.

To register your interest in volunteering, 
please email  
getinvolved@cornexchangenew.co.uk

SUPPORT 
AGEING CREATIVELY



BOOK NOW 
CORN EXCHANGE BOX OFFICE

0845 5218 218
(calls will cost 2p per minute plus your telephone company’s access charge)

Monday 10am - 5pm  |  Tuesday - Saturday  
10am - 7pm  |  Sunday 11am - 5pm

Sunday hours may sometimes vary. On bank holidays 
Box Office opens 1 hour before the show starts.

The Learning Centre will be open at least  
15 minutes before your class begins.

EMAIL US
boxoffice@cornexchangenew.co.uk
getinvolved@cornexchangenew.co.uk

 

SIGN UP

Booking Fees 
Workshops and Courses that are part of the Get Involved 
participation programme are exempt from any booking fees

www.cornexchangenew.com/signup

/ CornExchange @cornexchange

VISIT US
Learning Centre
6 Market Place
Newbury
Berkshire
RG14 5AY

Corn Exchange
Market Place
Newbury
Berkshire
RG14 5BD

The Corn Exchange (Newbury) Trust is registered 
charity 1080567 and 3908975 company limited  
by guarantee. 
All information correct as of 05/07/17.  
Please check the website for up-to-date information.

www.cornexchangenew.com/getinvolved

Sensory Stories


